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Community Events

More Community Events on Page 10

Retirement ceremony
Col. Jeffrey Harrell, vice wing com-

mander, 27th Fighter Wing, will retire
today. Retirement ceremonies will be at
1 p.m. at The Landing.

Thrift Shop summer hours
The Cannon Thrift Shop summer

hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesdays.
For more information, call 784-7878.

Commissary open July 4
The commissary will be open 9 a.m.

to 7 p.m. on July 4. Though the front
entrance will close at 5 p.m., patrons can
enter through the center doors.

MDG closure
The 27th Medical Group Clinic is

closed Monday and Tuesday.
It will also close the first Thursday

of every month from 1 to 4:30 p.m. for
medical readiness training.

Airman’s Attic
The Airman’s Attic, located in the

same building as the Post Office and
Community Center, will be open 11 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. July 7 and noon to 3:30 p.m.
July 11. E5’s and below and their
dependents are eligible to shop.

Each family is permitted to take up
to 20 free items per week for immediate
family use only.

Donations are welcome, but do not
leave them outside the door.

FSC Closed
The Family Support Center will

close noon to 4:30 p.m. on July 10, for an

Air Force leaders to visit Cannon
PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. SCOTT MACKAY

Countdown ends
The back of this vehicle says it all as its
occupants waited for their 27th Security
Forces Squadron Airmen return Satur-
day from a tour of duty in Iraq. For more
photos on the happy reunion of Airmen
and their family, see page 13.

27th Fighter Wing Pubic Affairs

Air Force dignitaries
will visit Cannon and
Clovis today and Saturday
to speak with the media
and the public about
Cannon’s future as the
home of the 16th Special
Operations Wing.

The Honorable William
Anderson, assistant secre-
tary of the Air Force, Lt.
Gen. Michael Wooley, Air
Force Special Operations
Command commander, and
Maj. Gen. Kenneth DeCuir,
Air Combat Command vice
commander, will join state
and local dignitaries at 11
a.m. on Saturday at the
Clovis Community Center
to answer questions from
the public about the new
mission.

A press conference will
be held earlier in the day
at Cannon where media
will have the opportunity
to see some of the aircraft
that will be assigned to
Cannon under the 16th

Special Operations Wing.
Mr. Anderson is the

Secretary of the Air Force
for Installations, Environ-
ment  and Logistics. He
heads three division
departments that deal at
the policy level with Air
Force facility and  logisti-
cal issues.

The department’s
responsibilities include
base closure and realign-
ment issues.

He visited Cannon in

January to gather informa-
tion for new mission possi-
bilities.

General Wooley com-
mands AFSOC, a major
component of U.S. Special
Operations Command that
provides special operation
forces for worldwide
deployment and assign-
ment. The command has
approximately 12,900
active-duty, Reserve, Air
National Guard and civil-
ians assigned to it.

General DeCuir
assists the ACC command-
er who overseas more than
1,100 aircraft, 25 wings,
15 bases and more than
200 operating locations
worldwide with 110,00
active-duty and civilian
personnel. When mobi-
lized, the Air National
Guard and the Air Force
Reserve contribute more
than 700 aircraft and
62,000 personnel to Air
Combat Command.

OFFICIAL AIR FORCE PHOTO
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Secretary William Anderson

By Richard Peterson
27th Fighter Wing Safety Office

The Fourth of July weekend
brings cherished memories of family
gatherings and picnics with the tradi-
tional grilled summer foods, ham-
burgers and hot dogs. Friends enjoy
games of softball, volleyball or throw-
ing a Frisbee around while waiting
for the evening’s spectacular fire-
works celebrations.

Spending the Fourth with family
and friends may also include drink-
ing a few beers or sharing a pitcher of
margaritas. What Airmen need to
remember is in the heat of the
moment, whether that be the
summer heat or the festivities, they
must have a plan in place to ensure

that nobody gets behind the wheel
impaired.

July Fourth is the second most
deadly holiday period of the year –
just behind New Year’s. In the latest
statistics available from National
Highway Traffic Highway Safety
Administration for 2004, at least 253
people were killed in alcohol-related
traffic crashes across America during
the July Fourth holiday period. Of
those, 225 fatalities involved a driver,
motorcycle operator or non-occupant
with a blood alcohol content (BAC)
level of .08 or higher – the illegal
limit in all 50 states, the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico.

With nearly half of all traffic
fatalities over the July Fourth
holiday being alcohol-related, the
“just one more for the road” attitude
too often turns into a disaster without
the support of a sober designated
driver.

Drunk driving is one of America’s
deadliest problems. Overall in 2004,
more than 15,000 people died in

Don’t let 4th fun blow up in your face
Independence holiday
second most dangerous 

COURTESY GRAPHIC

Don’t drink and drive 
Call 784-AADD (2233)

■ See 4TH FUN, Page 4
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Courtesy 27th Medical Group

The 27th Medical Group
has achieved accreditation by
the Accreditation Association
for Ambulatory Health Care
(AAAHC). The official report
received June 19, identified
zero deficiencies for the 27
MDG.

“To obtain accreditation
from this civilian agency pro-
vides recognition to the men
and women of the 27th MDG
for their professionalism and
commitment to patient safety
and quality care,” said Lt. Col.
(Dr.) J.D. Bailey, II, 27th
Medical Group deputy com-
mander. “This accreditation
underscores our long-standing
commitment to providing the
highest possible levels of
quality care to Air Force bene-
ficiaries.”

Status as an accredited
organization means the 27

MDG has passed a series of
rigorous and nationally recog-
nized standards for the provi-
sion of quality health care, set
by the AAAHC. Over 2,300
ambulatory health care organ-
izations across the United
States are accredited by
AAAHC.

Ambulatory health care
organization seeking accredi-
tation by the AAAHC undergo
an extensive on-site, peer-
based survey of its facilities
and services. The 27 MDG is
the fourth Air Force outpatient
clinic to attain accreditation
from the AAAHC.

“[This shows] all of our
attempts to provide quality
care and keep our patients
safe; we’ve proven that to a
crediting agency that has
some rather stringent stan-
dards,” said Colonel Bailey.
“We are proud of that accom-
plishment.”

The 27 MDG, originally an
85 bed hospital, was down-
sized to outpatient services in
1999. They currently provide
care to more than 8,800 bene-
ficiaries.

27th Medical Group
receives zero deficiencies

PHOTO BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS THOMAS TROWER

Tops in Blue asks, ‘What’s love?’
Senior Airman Bethany Schwartzkopf, 48th Contracting Squadron, Royal Air Force Laken-
heath, United Kingdom, performs for a packed Marshall Junior High School auditorium
crowd June 23 in Clovis for a Tops in Blue concert. The Air Force entertainers’ theme for the
program was “What’s Love?” and included dance and musical performances. 

Courtesy Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight

The Cannon Air Force Base 2005 Water Quality Report
informs water consumers about the source and quality of the base
drinking water, and is an annual requirement by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA).

The Water Quality Report can be viewed online at
www.cannon.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123022453 or
www2.cannon.af.mil/MDG/ADOS/Bio_Enviro.htm.

A hardcopy can be picked up at the Bioenvironmental Engi-
neering Flight or base housing.

Water report online

Cannon clinic
achieves agency
accreditation

School physical time
27th Fighter Wing staff report

Parents who have children
starting kindergarten or the
seventh grade, plays sports or
is new to New Mexico can
schedule a physical and avoid
the last-minute rush. The 2006

school year beings  Aug. 16.
Parents should bring their

child’s shot record and any nec-
essary paperwork to the
appointment.

To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 784-2778.

By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez 
Air Force Print News 

With the signing of a memorandum of
agreement June 20, the vice chiefs of staff of
the Air Force and the Army have agreed on a
way ahead for converging the service’s inde-
pendent acquisition programs for a joint
cargo aircraft.

Both the Air Force and the Army inde-
pendently pursued options for a smaller
cargo aircraft to fly intratheater airlift mis-
sions. In late 2005, the Department of
Defense directed the Army’s “Future Cargo
Aircraft” program and the Air Force’s “Light
Cargo Aircraft” program be merged into the
single “Joint Cargo Aircraft” program.

The agreement, signed by Air Force Vice
Chief of Staff Gen. John D. W. Corley and
Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Richard A.
Cody, spells out how the two services will
pursue the new joint program and how each

service will use their version of the aircraft.
In March 2005, the Joint Requirements

Oversight Council approved the Army’s
Initial Capabilities Document. That docu-
ment identified the Army’s capability gap in
organic airlift.

Brig. Gen. Andrew S. Dichter, Air Force
deputy director for joint integration, said the
JROC recognizes the joint cargo aircraft as a
good option to fill the Army’s organic airlift
need and the Air Force’s requirement to
provide intratheater airlift in support of all
Services. The memorandum of agreement, he
said, is an important next step in filling both
service’s missions.

“The bottom line is we are here together
to tell you our two services recognize the
importance of this mission, we are working
together collaboratively and it is an impor-
tant event today to reach this agreement,”
said General Dichter.

Air Force, Army agree on joint cargo aircraft 
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Story and photo by
Master Sgt. Andrew Gates
407th Air Expeditionary  Group
Public Affairs

Airmen from the 407th
Expeditionary Security Forces
Squadron (ESFS) at Ali Base,
Iraq found themselves per-
forming a unique mission in
the last month – providing
training to 164 Soldiers.

“It wasn’t so much train-
ing as [it was] refreshing their
skills and letting them know
some specifics about protect-
ing Ali Base and the people on
it,” said Tech. Sgt. Scott
Morris, 407th ESFS lead
trainer.

The 164 Soldiers from the
528th Quartermaster
Company are assuming the
Ali protection mission per-

formed by the 407th ESFS. In
July, Soldiers start patrolling
in and outside the base
perimeter to look for possible
attacks and protect the sur-
rounding area. This training
gave the Soldiers the tools and
techniques they need to
perform this mission safely,
Sergeant Morris said.

Soldiers started with 12
days of classroom training,

developed by a
team of four
security forces
experts. The
classroom, actu-
ally various
structures and
open fields, con-
nected 20 Sol-
diers with
experts in a
number of force
p r o t e c t i o n
areas.

“I had the
training back-
ground to map
out the course,
and we had 12
h i g h - q u a l i t y
i n s t r u c t o r s , ”
Sergeant Morris
said.

One of those
instructors is a
member of the
Vermont Air
National Guard
and a teacher in
his civilian life.

“This was a

very welcomed opportunity,”
said Staff Sgt. Alexander
Foryan. “I am very proud and
honored to be a part of this.
These elements have great
squad leaders and excellent
Soldiers.”

The first six days of train-
ing covered basic information,
Sergeant Morris said.

“We were refreshing the
Soldiers’ [knowledge] on chal-
lenging, entry control proce-
dures, area searches, medevac
reports and the like, while
letting them know the tools
and techniques that worked
for us while we have been
assigned to Ali,” Sergeant
Morris said. “For the most
part, we are allowing team
leaders and flight sergeants to
do the training. They train
themselves and we assist
them by telling them Ali-spe-
cific information.”

The next two days of
training focused on weapons
and processes that Soldiers
will need on patrol. The last
four days of training focused
on battle drills.

“During a battle drill, we
present the Soldiers with spe-
cific issues – say an impro-
vised explosive device or
someone attempting to run
the gate – and see how they
react,” Sergeant Morris said.

The instruction was quite
helpful, said Army Staff Sgt.
Tusi Leuluai.

“This training has helped

us a lot to prepare for our
upcoming mission,” he said.
“These guys are very knowl-
edgeable about training and
are making the transition
very smooth. This is the third
time I have worked with Air
Force security forces. They
know their stuff and are
always on the top of their
game. It is reassuring to know
that we were getting trained
by them.”

Sergeant Leuluai enjoyed
the individual and team
tactics of the training.

“That benefits both the Air
Force and the Army, especially
the Soldiers who are carrying
on the mission,” he said.

After the classroom
portion, Soldiers spend two
weeks getting “right-seat”
rides with experienced
patrols, Sergeant Morris said.
When that is done, Soldiers
will be ready to take over the
base protection mission.

The 407th Expeditionary
Civil Engineer Squadron and
the 407th Expeditionary Com-
munication Squadron also
assisted with training.

“We got a lot of support
from civil engineers,”
Sergeant Morris said. “They
built our facilities and some
training materials for us. We
also got a lot of help from the
communications squadron
who got us our telephone and
network connections.”

Airman 1st Class Shasta Williams and Army Sgt. Jonathan Roberson invento-
ry equipment before heading out on patrol at Ali Base, Iraq, June 16.

Airmen train Soldiers for protection mission in Iraq

By Staff Sgt. Craig Seals
27th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

An Article 32 pretrial hearing was held in the
27th Fighter Wing courtroom from June 12 to 14
regarding charges preferred against Airman Basic
Edward Novak for the October 2004 death of his
wife, Kimberly Novak, in their home on Cannon Air
Force Base.

Airman Novak, 27th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron, was formally charged March 21, with
murder and child abuse under Articles 118 and 134
of the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

Lt. Col. John Davis, a reserve judge advocate
assigned to the United States Strategic Command,

presided over the hearing as investigating officer.
An Article 32 hearing is a pretrial investigation

under the Uniform Code of Military Justice. The
purpose is to consider the appropriate disposition of
charges brought against a military member. It is
similar to both a preliminary hearing and a grand
jury proceeding, to determine whether there is suffi-
cient cause to believe a crime was committed and
the person accused of the crime committed it.

Unlike a grand jury proceeding, the accused has
the right to be present during an Article 32 investi-
gation, to be represented by counsel at the hearing,
to question and call witnesses, to present evidence
and to testify if desired.

The investigating officer will prepare a report

and make a recommendation for disposition of the
charges. Recommendations for disposition can range
from no action to a general courts-martial [the most
serious type of court]. The commander who directed
the investigation has discretion to take the action
recommended or other action, provided it is within
his or her authority. In this case, if the 27th Fighter
Wing Commander were to conclude that a general
courts-martial was appropriate, he would forward
the case to the 12th Air Force Commander, who has
authority to convene a general courts martial.

The charges are merely accusations and Airman
Novak is presumed innocent until and unless proven
guilty.

Article 32 hearing held for Cannon Airman 
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the 27th Fighter Wing at Cannon Air Force Base,
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highway crashes involving a
driver or motorcycle operator
with a BAC of .01 or higher.
Of those, nearly 13,000 were
killed in crashes where the
BAC was .08 or higher.

Alcohol also plays a major
role in motorcycle fatalities,
affecting those skills essential
to operate a motorcycle –
balance and coordination. In
2004, 41 percent of the 1,672
motorcycle operators who
died in single-vehicle crashes
had BAC levels of .08 or

higher. For fatal crashes in
the same year, a higher per-
centage of motorcycle opera-
tors had BAC levels of .08 or
higher than any other type of
driver.

Much of the tragedy from
drunk driving can be prevent-
ed with a few simple precau-
tions before going out to cele-
brate:

– Whenever attending an
event where alcohol will be
served, designate a sober
driver before going out and

give that person all car keys.
– If drinking alcohol, call

a taxi, call a sober friend or
family member, or call
Airmen Against Drunk
Driving at 784-2233 or your
first sergeant, supervisor or
commander to get home
safely.

– Promptly report drunk
drivers on the roadways to
law enforcement.

– Wear a safety belt and
use protective gear on motor-
cycles.

– While traveling on a
motorcycle or driving a car,
remember to stay visible to
other drivers where you can
be seen to avoid a crash.

– And remember, Friends
Don’t Let Friends Drive
Drunk. If you know someone
who is about to drive or ride
while impaired, take their
keys and help them make
other arrangements to get to
where they are going safely.

Don’t let this Fourth of
July blow up in your face.

Airmen must take care of
themselves and their
wingman by making the right
choices concerning alcohol.
Remember Buzzed Driving is
Drunk Driving. Designate a
sober driver before the cele-
brations begin. Enjoy this
holiday responsibly.

Our goal is to train hard,
play smart and defend our
country’s freedom.

For more information,
visit www.StopImpairedDriv-
ing.org.

4TH FUN
Continued from Page 1

By Chief Master Sgt. Brian Hornback 
455th Expeditionary Maintenance Group

What you do this Independence Day probably
depends on who you are. The Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors
and Marines deployed in Afghanistan will probably go
about their day just like any other.

We’ll put on a uniform and go to work doing the
hundreds of vital jobs that we do every day. Most of us
will work somewhere near 12 hours, some more. We
probably will get a break or two to run to the dining
facility, inhale a meal and quickly return to the job to
make sure we do our share. And most of us will put on a
smile and be professional in every task because that is
what we do.

However, somewhere in the midst of the myriad
tasks we have to do, we need to take a moment and con-
sider what others around the world might be doing July
Fourth. Our families probably will celebrate our Ameri-
can independence with a picnic or barbecue. They will
have time to relax and watch the children play in the
yard. Maybe some of them will catch a ball game or go
play at the nearby lake. Although those deployed won’t
be home to share in the celebration, we share that sacri-
fice with our families.

In many places, the celebrations will center not only
on the history of our nation but also on the sacrifices

made by this great nation’s military members to pre-
serve the freedoms upheld as rights, not privileges. So
far I haven’t stated anything most of you don’t already
know, but sometimes it’s good to look at the obvious, and
sometimes it’s good to look a
little deeper.

At other places around the
world, those deployed will do the
same thing on the Fourth of
July they do everyday. They will
get up and go to work. They may
choose to go to a church or
watch a football game. Although
most will not celebrate or recog-
nize America’s day of independ-
ence, other nations will benefit
from the strength and commit-
ment of men and women who
protect and defend the United
States. They will receive the gift
of a commitment to the ideals of
freedom that U.S. forces all over
the globe present to them every
day.

So on this upcoming Inde-
pendence Day, reflect on the
freedoms we have earned and
the freedoms you provide  not

only to your friends and family, but to nations all over
the world. Then take a moment to be proud and accept
the gratitude of our nation on behalf of all those around
the world whose freedom we protect.

Independence Day time to reflect on freedoms earned

PHOTO BY JASON MINTO

Independence Day is a time to reflect on the freedoms Americans  have
earned and the freedoms they provide to nations all over the world.
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Sgt. Afi’s 36-2903
Tip of the Week

Wear a maximum of four
devices on each ribbon. Place
silver devices to the wearer’s
right of bronze devices. Replace
the bronze device after receiv-
ing the fifth device. Place clus-
ters horizontally and slightly
downward to the wearer’s right
to allow the maximum number
of clusters and other devices on
the ribbon. Tilt all or none.

Courtesy Air Force Print News

The monthly premium rate for
basic Servicemember’s Group Life
Insurance increases by five cents per
month for each $10,000 of coverage,
from 65 cents per month per $10,000 to
70 cents per month per $10,000, effec-
tive Saturday. On the same date, family
SGLI premiums will decrease across
the board.

The most recent SGLI premium
change occurred in July 2003, when the
monthly premium rate for basic SGLI
was reduced from 80 cents per $10,000
of insurance to 65 cents per $10,000.
That change was made to reduce
surplus reserve funds in the program.

A small increase in the SGLI
premium rate is now necessary for the
program to remain in sound financial
condition, while covering the cost of

peacetime claims. The cost of wartime
SGLI claims is borne by the uniformed
services, not by servicemembers.

As a result of this increase,
members who have the maximum
$400,000 of SGLI coverage will see
their monthly SGLI deduction from
service pay increase by $2 a month,
from $27 to $29, beginning with their
July pay. This monthly SGLI premium
includes a $1 per month charge for
traumatic injury protection coverage,
which took effect Dec. 1 and provides
payments of up to $100,000 for serious
traumatic injuries.

Also in July, family SGLI monthly
premium rates will be reduced for all
age groups by an average of 10 percent.
The new rates reflect better-than-
expected claims experience for each age
group in the family SGLI program.

SGLI premiums increase

Courtesy Air Force Personnel Center News
Service

The Air Force is taking applications
from active-duty enlisted Airmen for
Physician Assistant Phase I training
classes beginning in January, April and
August 2008.

Completed applications must arrive
at:

HQ AFPC/DPAMW 
550 C Street West, Suite 27,
Randolph AFB TX 78150-4729 by

Jan. 26.
For more information, call Military

Personnel Flight at 784-2094, or the edu-
cation office at 784-4184 or visit How do I
apply for physician assistant training? on
the AFPC Web site at www.afpc.ran-
dolph.af.mil.

Air Force seeks PA applicants

NE W S
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By Staff Sgt. Phyllis Duff 
Air Force Print News 

It was around 10 p.m. on
June 25, 1996, when Staff Sgt.
Alfredo Guerrero went to check
the security post on the rooftop
of an eight-story Khobar Towers
apartment building at Dhahran
Air Base, Saudi Arabia. He
asked the sentry on watch if
everything was OK.

Below them, residents in the
rooms were settling in for the
night. Most were with the
4404th Wing – protectors of the
“no fly zone” in Southern Iraq in
support of Operation SOUTH-
ERN WATCH.

Some Airmen were writing
letters or calling home. Others
were showering and some were
asleep. For many, there were
only a handful of days left on
their tour before the “Freedom
Bird” would fly home from their
deployment.

As the two security police-
men talked, Sergeant Guerrero
noticed an olive drab gas truck
following a white Chevy Caprice.
Winding its way through the
parking lot, the car came down
the fence line and parked, flash-
ing its headlights. The truck
nudged its way to the perimeter
fence.

Two white-robed men
wearing red and white check-
ered headdresses got out of the
truck and ran to the car.

Sergeant Guerrero’s heart
jolted. The sedan peeled out and
was soon out of sight.

“At that point I knew that
something pretty big was about
to happen,” Sergeant Guerrero
said.

In a split second, he radioed
the control center. As he called
for an evacuation of the apart-
ment building, his sentry was on
it, running for the rooftop door. A
second sentry, who had been
guarding the other side of the
building, followed suit.

Fists pounded doors and
scuffling boots echoed down the
corridor of the eighth floor.

“We need to evacuate! Get
out now!” the sentries yelled.

The doors crashed open and

Airmen ran down the stairwell
to the seventh floor.

In the apartment building
next door, an Airman lay down to
sleep. He pulled a scratchy Army
blanket over his head to keep out
the meat-locker cold of his air-
conditioned room.

“Just two more weeks and
I’ll be home,” then-Staff Sgt. Bob
Oldham thought to himself, his
eyes getting heavy.

Then there was a massive
boom. The explosion rocked
Sergeant Oldham’s room and he
froze. He thought the floors were
collapsing as the intense sounds
reverberated through the apart-
ment complex.

The blast blew away the
whole face of Bldg. 131. The
explosion’s massive force twisted
Sergeant Guerrero around.

“Everything went pitch
black – I couldn’t see anything,
couldn’t hear anything,”
Sergeant Guerrero said. As the
dust settled, “I was looking at the
lights of downtown Dhahran,”
from where seconds before a con-
crete wall had stood.

All around him was wreck-
age. The wounds on his face
didn’t faze him as he pulled bits
of furniture and masonry off an
Airman who a minute ago had
been right behind him helping
with the evacuation. Pulling the
Airman to his feet, he put his
arm around his shoulder and led
him down the seven flights of
stairs.

Meanwhile Sergeant
Oldham sat up in bed and went
to get up.

“Ow!” he said as a shard of
glass dug into his barefoot heel.
“I decided it was time to grab
some shoes and my dog tags and
get the hell out of there,” said the
former active-duty supply troop.

Outside, those who could
helped the wounded and tended
to the dead. The sergeant wit-
nessed the rows upon rows of
seriously wounded and bleeding.
He attributes organization and
everyone’s will “to keep it togeth-
er” as a key factor in minimizing
the death toll.

“Self-aid and buddy care, an
annual training, is what saved

the victims. It’ll save your life
and that’s the bottom line. You’d
be surprised what comes back to
you – how to apply bandages,
splint an arm, treating for
shock,” said Sergeant Oldham,
now a master sergeant with the
Arkansas Air National Guard.

After the tragedy, with three
hours still left on his shift,
Sergeant Guerrero went back to
his post and continued his vigi-
lant watch.

“People were looking at me
like I was a ghost or something,”
he said.

“As cops, we do this kind of
stuff all of the time, and 99
percent of the time nothing ever
comes of it,” Sergeant Guerrero
said. “Eventually it’s going to
count. That’s why motivation
and practice – doing what you’re
supposed to do – is so impor-
tant.”

Sergeant Guerrero received
the Purple Heart Medal and
Airman’s Medal for his heroic
actions.

Security forces troops who
come across him today know the
sergeant they’ve studied about
in their career development
course books and training.

It has been a decade since
the tragic terrorist attack on
Khobar Towers. The target?
Americans. Nineteen Airmen
died in the blast and hundreds of
servicemembers – including
Saudis and those from other
countries – were wounded.

The tanker truck, with an
estimated 5,000 pounds of
plastic explosives, ripped the
concrete face off the building
housing America’s troops. It left
a crater 35 feet by 85 feet.

The attack changed the way
the Air Force viewed force pro-
tection. Antiterrorism took the
forefront in the Air Force.

“The mentality of the Air
Force has changed. Everything
has changed,” Sergeant Guer-
rero said. “I was glad to be a part
of that. We’ve gotten so much
better since that incident.”

Because of the attack, the
Air Force developed the Level II
Antiterrorism course, increased
stand-off distances, and

improved communication.
Sergeant Guerrero believes

that force protection is every-
body’s business.

“It doesn’t matter who they
are. Everybody’s a sensor now.
There aren’t enough cops out
there to see everything. It’s
everybody's responsibility to
report what's going on,” said
Sergeant Guerrero, who is now
stationed at Barksdale Air Force
Base, La. He teaches antiterror-
ism there and abroad.

The main focus of antiterror-
ism efforts is to make people a
harder target to reach, said Tech.
Sgt. Bryce Van Devender of the
37th Security Forces Squadron’s
anti-terrorism department at
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.

“The Air Force makes people
less of a target by implementing
random access measures, doing
vulnerability assessments,
giving awareness training,
forming force protection and
threat working groups, and cre-
ating structured emergency
plans,” the sergeant said.

But Sergeant Van Devender
said no amount of precaution
will eliminate the threat to
American servicemembers, no
matter where they serve.

“There always will be a
threat from international terror-
ists, criminal threats, foreign
intelligence, domestic terrorists
and so on,” he said. “The world is
always changing and terrorism
along with it.”

Khobar Towers bombing changes protection focus

COURTESY PHOTO

A memorial was created at the former Prince Sultan Air Base,
Saudi Arabia, to honor the 19 Airmen who lost their lives on
June 25, 1996, in the terrorist attack at Khobar Towers in
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.

FE AT U R E
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Pet of the week
This young female Chihuahua is available for adoption. For information on
adopting her or other dogs or cats, call the Family Support Center at 784-
4228.

■ Continued from page 1

official function.
In case of an emergency, call 784-2253.

DRMO closure
The Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office will be closed July 12-24.
For more information, call 784-2437.

Marriage workshop
The base chapel is sponsoring a free marriage enrichment workshop from

9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. July 14 at the La Quinta Inn. Learn to identify danger
signs in a relationship, improve communication skills, resolve problems and
differences and discover the heart of commitment. The workshop includes
lunch and space available child care will be provided by the Child Develop-
ment Center.

Contact unit first sergeants to register and then call the chapel at 784-
2507.

Right Start 
The next Right Start is 7:30 a.m. to noon July 12 at The Landing . All

Airmen who just arrived to Cannon, except those at the First Term Airman’s
Center, need to attend.

For more information or to register, call the FSC at 784-4228.

Key Spouse training 
The next Key Spouse training is 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., July 13 at the Family

Support Center Annex.
People who are interested in becoming a Key Spouse can contact their

squadron first sergeants.
For more information about the program, call 784-4228.

Hearts Apart 
Spouses and family members of deployed or remote personnel are invited

to the Hearts Apart Pizza and Pool Party from noon to 2 p.m. July 15 at the
Cannon swimming pool .

Call 784-4228 to register or for more information.
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Badlands Rally
Master Sgt. Sheila Parra gets ready to ride at the Bad-
lands Motorcycle Rally Saturday and Sunday that
began at the Clovis Community Center. About 15
Airmen and Cannon employees participated in the
rally that included a 200-mile poker run, dirt bike
demonstrations and motorcycle skills competition.
Sergeant Parra began riding mopeds when she was
11years old and moved up to her 883 Harley two years
ago. 

PHOTO BY SAM IRONS

By Staff Sgt. 
Oshawn Jefferson
39th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

Airmen with the 39th
Logistics Readiness Squadron
Materiel Management Flight
are implementing a new way of
thinking by streamlining their
process of asset distribution at
Incirlik and collocating people
into one building.

“We are wringing out the
water and giving time back to
our Airmen,” said Capt.
Michael Kenig, flight com-
mander. “The new processes
will be somewhat transparent
to customers, but our Airmen
will be able to do their job more
efficiently.”

Air Force Smart Opera-
tions 21 signifies a shift in
thinking. Secretary of the Air
Force Michael Wynne wrote in
a Letter to Airmen that AFSO
21 is centered on processes
rather than tasks alone. This
allows people to gain insights
into the value, or lack of value,
in each task they perform.

The squadron is responsi-
ble for all freight cargo termi-
nating and originating at Incir-
lik. Any materials that come
into the base in support of the
39th Air Base Wing mission are
processed by the squadron.”

“We were spread out in five
buildings across the base,” said
Tech. Sgt. Chad Steele, 39 LRS
Material Management Flight.

“Since the traffic manage-
ment flight has to process all
material that comes into and
out of the base, some of the
Airmen in our squadron had to
process the same material
twice,” Sergeant Steele said.

Material such as aircraft
replacement parts, printer
paper, CDs bound for the BX,
toilet paper and extra material
for storage was moved from
building to building for pro-
cessing or Airmen had to visit
each building to process mate-
rials.

“By centrally locating our
Airmen into one building, we
were able to take out unneces-
sary and duplicated processes,”

said Staff Sgt. Raja Beckles,
Materiel Management Flight.
“Not only do we give Airmen
back time by allowing material
to be processed faster, but cus-
tomers get their material
faster.”

Best practices like the one
the 39 LRS is executing is part
of a dedicated effort to maxi-
mize value and minimize waste
in day-to-day operations. AFSO
21 is an opportunity to look at
each process from beginning to
end.

“We looked at our process
and asked ourselves, ‘How can
we do each task better?’ We
asked the tougher and more
important question, ‘Why were
we doing it this way?’” Captain
Kenig said.

“We were able to make
each of the tasks in the
materiel management flight
relevant, productive and even
more valuable,” the captain
said. “We are continuing to
make improvements and with
an AFSO 21 mindset, we will
(eliminate) unnecessary work.”

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. OSHAWN JEFFERSON

Staff Sgt. Raja Beckles (left) and Tech. Sgt. Chad Steele inven-
tory items at the 39th Logistics Readiness Squadron at Incirlik
Air Base, Turkey June 21.

AFSO 21 streamlines logistics
process for Airmen in Turkey
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Welcome home
Cannon Airmen complete tour of duty

Senior Airman Mark Cavalier, 27th Security Forces Squadron, and his
wife Catie hug shortly after his return Saturday. 

Staff Sgt. Joshua Sisson, 27th Security Forces Squadron, with his wife Heather’s
arm around his waist, is greeted by his aunt Brenda Barrier, carrying a banner, and
other family members after his arrival home Saturday morning.

Senior Airmen Bobby Douglas (left), and Jason Wagner, 27th Security Forces
Squadron, spend time with their children Jasmine and Christopher after their return
from deployment Saturday.

PHOTOS BY TECH. SGT. SCOTT MACKAY

Staff Sgt. William Clark, 27th Security Forces Squadron, watches as his
daughter Madison points skyward Saturday, following his return from
deployment.
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What’s happening?
Today 
Summer Reading Program at Cannon Library
Penny Pincher Special – Side Salad and half a
Grilled Chicken Sandwich $3 
Seafood Buffet – 11 a.m. at  The Landing
Steak Special – 5 to 9 p.m. at The Landing
X-Box Challenge – 6 p.m. at The Landing
Family Bowl-a-Rama – 6 p.m. at Cannon Lanes

Saturday
Patriotic picnic – 1 p.m. at the youth center
Cosmic Bowling – 6 p.m. to midnight at Cannon
Lanes

Sunday
Ladd and Lassie Tournament – 1 p.m. at WWGC*
Dart League – 6:30 p.m. at The End Zone

Monday 
Krafty Kids – 10 to 11 a.m. at the Portales CC

Kids Craft – 11 a.m. at the Clovis CC*
Penny Pincher Special – Side Salad and half a
Grilled Chicken Sandwich $3 Members First
All American Buffet – 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The
Landing
Monday Night Scramble – 5 p.m. at WWGC
Community Theater – 6:30 p.m. at the Central
CC

Tuesday
Penny Pincher Special – Side Salad and half a
Grilled Chicken Sandwich $3 Members First
BBQ Buffet – 11 a.m. at The Landing
Pool Tournament – 4 to 6 p.m. at the Portales CC

Wednesday
Penny Pincher Special – Side Salad and half a
Grilled Chicken Sandwich $3 Members First
Italian Buffet – 11 a.m. at The Landing

Thursday
Penny Pincher Special –Side Salad and half a
Grilled Chicken Sandwich $3 Members First
X-Box Challenge – 5 to 7 p.m. at the Portales CC

* CC — Community Center  WWGC — Whispering Winds Golf Course  CDC — Child Development Center

SE RV I C E S

By Janet Taylor-Birkey
27th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Information Tickets and
Travel’s (ITT) Marjorie Cody,
wants Cannon Airmen to get
the best value for their dollar
and to feel like they belong.

“When you come into my
office, it’s like coming to your
family’s house. Your vacation
starts the minute you walk
into our office,” said Ms. Cody,
Cannon’s ITT office manager.

While going to a family
member’s house is not every-
one’s idea of a vacation, Ms.
Cody said ITT personnel
works to bring that vacation
feeling to shoppers as soon as
the tickets are purchased.

As a leisure travel office,
ITT helps Airmen and civil-
ians alike gain the most from
their vacation dollar.

Planning a vacation
through ITT can mean signifi-
cant savings, especially for
active duty and retired mili-

tary members, both of whom
get military discounts. A vaca-
tion may still cost “a bundle,”
said Ms. Cody, “but [tickets]
are discounted versus what
you are going to pay at the
gate.”

Airline tickets to any-
where in the world, car and
hotel rental, discounted

tickets to almost any theme
park imaginable and the ever
wished for cruise package can
be put together at ITT.

All inclusive packages
(airfare, hotel and meals) to
popular tourist destinations
such as Cancun and Hawaii
allow consumers to mix-and-
match interests and budgets

to come up with the vacation
package they can enjoy, yet
still not be paying for when
the next vacation season
comes around.

Airmen always risk being
deployed after booking a
cruise, but they can usually
get a credit – not cash back –
for a cruise they can redeem
within one year. It’s times like
these that an ITT travel agent
can tell you the exact steps to
take in order to make the best
of a difficult situation.

It does take “a pretty
penny” to design a vacation
package at a five-star resort,
said Ms. Cody, but ITT can
help most anyone design a
package to have fun within
their price range, citing one
Cannon couple who went on a
five-day day cruise, complete
with an ocean view room, for a
little more than $760.

To get these kind of deals,
consumers need to look during
the “off ” season. Six months to

a year is not too early to begin
planning a vacation, said Ms.
Cody. “If you are going during
the summer, you need to start
planning in January. Even if
you are on a budget and are
trying to plan a big vacation,
you need to start looking a
year in advance.”

One of Ms. Cody’s best tips
for economizing a vacation
destination to a large theme
park is to stay close to the
park, but not on the grounds.
She said shuttles often take
vacationers between the hotel
and the park, alleviating high
park hotel prices and possibly
car rental.

One of the few questions
ITT cannot answer is, “When
do you want to go?” With a
laugh that only a mother who
needs a vacation can give, Ms.
Cody said, “Always remember,
it’s a good tip to travel when
the kids are in school. That’s
when the rates are the cheap-
est.”

ITT helps Airmen get most bang for their buck

PHOTO BY JANET TAYLOR-BIRKEY

Information Tickets and Travel Office personnel help Airmen
and retired military members get the most for their vacation
dollar. 
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The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 8:30 a.m.

Sunday mornings.

Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m.

Weekday Mass 12:05 p.m. M,W,F

Sunday Services
Traditional Service 8 a.m.

Contemporary Service 11 a.m.

Fellowship Noon

Inspirational 12:30 p.m.

For more information about other programs

or other faith groups, call the chapel office, call

784-2507.

PROTESTANT

CATHOLIC

Summer Schedule

The Cannon Movie Theater is located on the corner of Torch and D.L. Ingram. 
Movie prices are $3.50 for adults, $1.75 for children and $1 for all viewers on Thursdays.

Just My Luck
Saturday and Sunday at 4 p.m.

Description: Ashley is a young professional just out of college. She
also happens to be the luckiest woman in the world, who has lived
a super-charmed life and has always taken her good luck for
granted. When she kisses a handsome stranger at a costume party,
Ashley accidentally swaps her good fortune for his horribly bad
luck and her charmed life turns into a living hell.
PG – some brief sexual references
Running time –103 min.

Mission Impossible 3
Today and Saturday at 7 p.m., Sunday at 7 p.m.

Description: Super spy Ethan Hunt is retired but is called back into
action to confront the toughest villain he’s ever faced: Owen Davian, an
international weapons and information provider with no remorse and no
conscience. Hunt assembles his team – his old friend Luther Strickell,
transportation expert Declan, background operative Zhen and fresh
recruit Lindsey – to travel the globe pursuing Davian and rescue Hunts’
love, Julia.
PG-13 – intense sequences of frenetic violence, disturbing images and
some sensuality
Running time – 126 min.

Unit SSppoottlliigghhttss

PHOTO BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS HEATHER SALAZAR

Col. Robert West, 27th Maintenance Group commander, left, presents the
27th Equipment Maintenance Squadron guidon to Maj. James Rich during
a change of command ceremony Monday. 

PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. SCOTT MACKAY

Col. Scott West, 27th Fighter Wing commander, congratulates Master Sgt.
Harold Hailer, 27th Civil Engineer Squadron, after Sergeant Hailer is presented
the Bronze Star Medal for meritorious service in Iraq. 
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Darts League 
League forming – The Cannon Dart
league is looking for new players and
teams. The ’06 fall league begins Sept.
28.

For more information contact Master
Sgt. Wendell Pugh at 784-2332.

Cannon Lanes
Book over to Bowling – Check out

a book, read it and get a bookmark
punched at the Cannon library. Get four
punches and turn the bookmark in to the
Cannon Lanes for a free game of bowling.

Children’s Hour – The first child 12
years old or younger bowls free 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. The second child bowls for $1 per
game and each additional child bowls for
.50 per game.

Whispering Winds 
Golf Course

Monday Night Scrambles –  Two-
person teams and players may select
their partners. Sign up by 3 p.m.

Senior Days – Golfers 50 and older
receive $2 off daily green fees Monday
through Friday and 50 percent off elec-
tric cart fees.

Retiree Wednesdays – Golfers with
a retired military ID card receive $2 off
daily green fees and 50 percent off elec-
tric golf cart fees.

Summer activities
Through Aug 15 
Mondays – Coca-Cola Bowling 8

a.m. to 2 p.m. The cost is $1.50 per game.
Win a two liter of Coke with a strike on a
red head pin. Limit one win per game. No
federal endorsement intended.

Thursdays and Fridays – Chil-
dren’s Hour – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The first
child, 12 or under, bowls free when the

parent bowls at regular price. The second
child bowls for $1 per game and each
additional child bowls for 50 cents per
game.

Outdoor Recreation
Boater Safety Course will be

offered at Fort Sumner Lake. This course
is mandatory before renting powered
watercraft from Outdoor Recreation.

The next course is Aug. 11 and costs
$20 per person.

For more information, call 
784-2773.

Garden of the Gods – A mountain
biking trip will be July 14-17 at Colorado
Springs, Colo.

There will be outdoor camping and
biking through a premier trail system.

The trip is limited to 11 participants.
Included in $80-$100 price is trans-

portation, camping fees and gear, a guide,
four meals and snacks.

The sign up deadline is July 7.
For more information, call 

784-2773.

Beginner white water kayaking
– July 22-23 at Kirtland Air Force Base.
The cost is $75-$90 per person.

Learn to kayak down New Mexico’s
Rio Grande River. Initial lessons will be
at Kirtland’s indoor swimming pool.

Included in the price is transporta-
tion, camping gear, kayaking equipment
and lessons, all fees, three meals and
snacks.

For more information, call 
784-2773.

Youth Sports Instructional Pro-
grams – Sign up for cheerleading, dance,
yoga and preschool tumble.

Classes will be on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at the Youth Center.

The cost is $30 per child per month.


